
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

                                                                    
 

 

 

 



 

 
 

 

93rd Annual Western Canada Region 
Conference April 23–26, 2026 

Invitation To Conference 

One hundred years ago - in 1926 - a dedicated 
group of business and professional women from 
Vancouver heard about a new service club that had 
started up just five years before in Oakland 
California.  The service club was called Soroptimist - 
a coined Latin word meaning “Best for Women.” The 
mission of the club was to improve the lives of 
women and girls, and this group of women from 
Vancouver recognized a need for such an 
organization in their fledgling city. Soon after, the 
first Soroptimist club in Canada was established.  
Word about the organization spread, and soon other 
clubs had sprung up across Western Canada and 
into Ontario. Today, there are over 350 Soroptimists 
in Western Canada who are just as dedicated to our 
mission to provide women and girls with access to the education and training they need 
to achieve economic empowerment. 
 
As Governor of Western Canada Region, I am delighted to invite Soroptimists from 
across the country to join our celebration of the one hundredth anniversary of not only 
Soroptimist International of Vancouver, but Soroptimist in Canada. Please join us from 
April 23 to 26, 2026 in beautiful Richmond B.C., for the 93rd Soroptimist International 
Western Canada Region Conference. All aboard for the Magical HERstory Tour! 
 
See you soon! 

Governor Chari 
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Notice Of Western Canada Region Soroptimist Society 

Annual General Meeting 
 
 
The Western Canada Region Soroptimist Society hereby gives notice that the Society’s Annual 

General Meeting will be held April 23-26, 2026 in person, in conjunction with the Region’s 93rd 

Annual Conference. 

 

The meeting will be held at the Sandman Signature Vancouver Airport Hotel & Resort, 10251 St 

Edwards Drive, Richmond, BC V6X 2M9. 

 

In this document you will find: 

●​ the agenda for the Annual General Meeting 

●​ the draft budget for the 2026-2028 Biennium 

●​ Minutes of the 2025 Annual Conference and AGM 
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Meet Your Conference Committee 

Conference Chair:​ ​ ​ Janet Law 
Venue Lead:​ ​ ​ ​ Carey Stonberg 
Registration Chair:​ ​ ​ Colleen Penrowley 
Credentials Chair:​ ​ ​ Anna Der 
Program Chair:​ ​ ​ Governor Chari Grant 
Memorial Chair:​ ​ ​ Rhona Beaumont 
Hospitality Chair:​ ​ ​ Diane Summers 
Merch Table Chair:​ ​  
Technology Chairs:​ ​ ​ Chyler Webb, Vanessa Turke 
Transportation & Logistics Chair:​ Shari Workman 
Wranglers:​ ​ ​ ​ Kim Bush​ ​ ​  

Meet Your Western Canada Region Board (2024-2026) 

Governor:​ ​ ​ ​ Chari Grant 
Governor-Elect:​ ​ ​ Shirley Stewart 
Treasurer:​ ​ ​ ​ Lana Deruyter 
Secretary:​ ​ ​ ​ Shelley Della Mattia 
Member at Large:​ ​ ​ Pamela MacDonald 
Parliamentarian:​ ​ ​ Dana Martin 
 

Meet Your Region Pillar and Committee Chairs 

Membership:​ ​ ​ ​ Colleen Penrowley, Heather Rollins 
Public Awareness:​ ​ ​ Chyler Webb, Gabriela Moreno, Marielle Soong 
Fundraising:​ ​ ​ ​ Rhona Beaumont, Sandra Sterling Weicker 
Program:​ ​ ​ ​ Colleen Schmidt, Melanie Kenny 
Live Your Dream:​ ​ ​ Colleen Beresch 
Dream It Be It:​​ ​ ​ Ching Shih 
Celebrating Success:​ ​ ​ Megan Eastwood 
Friendship:​ ​ ​ ​ Darlene Jamieson 
Advocacy:​ ​ ​ ​ Carell Wingrave, Suzanne Heron 
Virtual Career Library​​ ​ Suzanne Heron 
No Barriers.PERIOD​ ​ ​ Sherri Smith 
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Conference Information 

Registration Deadlines and Requirements 
Register for Conference no later than April 3, 2026 
Late Registration Fee of $25.00 will apply after March 31, 2026 
Walk-in registration will not be accepted. Please pre-register if you plan to attend. 
In light of the special programming this year, clubs are not required to send additional funds for 
a Region Fundraiser. 

Business Sessions 
Review the Conference Rules and the Standing Rules. 
What Presidents should have on hand for business sessions: 

●​ Western Canada Region Procedures 
●​ Western Canada Region Bylaws 
●​ Soroptimist International of the Americas Bylaws 
●​ Soroptimist International of the Americas Procedures 
●​ Copy of the Conference Agenda 
●​ Copy of the Minutes from the 2025 Western Canada Region Conference 

Conference Costs 
Sandman Signature Room Rates:  

Standard (1 king or 2 queen beds)​ ​ ​ ​ ​ $209 (plus taxes) 
Deluxe (1 king & sofa bed or 2 queen beds)​​ ​ ​ $219 (plus taxes)  

​ Studio Suite (3 beds)​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ $239 (plus taxes)  
 

Full Registration – Voting Delegate​ ​ ​ ​ ​ $260  
Full Registration – Non-Voting Soroptimist​ ​ ​ ​ $310 
Late Fees (added to Registration fee after (March 31)​ ​ $25 
 

Thursday afternoon HERstory Tour (Pre-registration required)​ $25 
Thursday evening Dinner - Burger Buffet at Holiday Inn​ ​ $39 (all included) 
 

Friday all day including 2 meals​ ​ ​ ​ ​ $160 
Friday Lunch only (does not include business sessions)​ ​ $50  
Friday Dinner only (does not include business sessions)​ ​ $75   
 

Saturday all day including 2 meals​ ​ ​ ​ ​ $160 
Saturday Lunch only (does not include business sessions)​ ​ $50   
Saturday Dinner only (does not include business sessions)​​ $80 
 

Trade Show (Sales tables)​ ​        ​ ​  Full 8’ table ​ $50 
​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​  Half 8” table ​ $25 
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Notes For Club Presidents 
 

1.​ Review the Call to Conference with your Club and Voting Delegates. 
2.​ Review the Conference Rules and Regulations. 
3.​ Review the Minutes from the 92nd Western Canada Region Conference. 
4.​ Complete the following documents provided in the online registration link here: 

Club President’s Form Package:  https://forms.gle/SK3qxuuPcDmtMTW86  
●​ Club and President Information 
●​ Club Delegate Information 
●​ Memorial Service Information – this can be submitted as many times as needed. 

Photos and emails can be sent to Memorial Chair Rhona Beaumont at 
rhona.sivw@gmail.com  

●​ Sales Table/Club Display Table Information 

Notes For All Attendees 
 

●​ All documents needed to register for Conference are online in one easy form using 
ZEFFY. Conference Registration Link 

●​  SEE IMPORTANT NOTE ABOUT ZEFFY BELOW. 
●​ Payment for conference fees will only be accepted by credit card or by pre-authorized 

debit (PAD).  
●​ All members please ensure you complete the Conference Registration Form: Member 

and Guest Registration Information 
 

Dietary Restrictions – Please indicate if your dietary choices are due to an 
allergy/intolerance.  We will do our utmost to ensure those with allergies/intolerances 
are accommodated. 

 
If you prefer, for your convenience, here is a QR code to complete your registration: 

 

     Get ticket here 
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A note about Zeffy.  Because Zeffy doesn’t charge non-profits a fee for using their services, 
they ask ticket purchasers to make a voluntary donation to them to cover their processing 
costs. Note: the default is 15% - about $45 on a non-delegate registration.   
 You will pay the amount on the payment screen unless you override it by selecting 
OTHER and then setting the contribution amount to what you would like to pay. In the 
example above, the amount has been overridden to 0.00. Please consider adding a few dollars 
to support Zeffy. 
 
 

Conference Rules 
 

1.​ The Voting Delegates of the Region shall be the Western Canada Region Board and 
three (3) accredited Delegates of each Western Canada Region Club in good standing. 

2.​ A Club shall be deemed to be in good standing upon meeting all requirements of 
Federation, Region and Club By-Laws by the time of the Delegates’ registration. 

Standing Rules 

 

1.​ All Voting Delegates must wear their official badge at business sessions.  
2.​ All Voting Delegates must be seated together by club at the front of the Conference 

Room promptly at the beginning of each session. 
3.​ The Agenda as adopted shall be the Order of the Day. 
4.​ Ringers on cell phones shall not be allowed during business sessions and workshops. 
5.​ Only registered Voting Delegates shall answer the roll call or vote. 
6.​ Upon rising to address the Chair, each Delegate shall state their name and the name of 

their club. 
7.​ A registered alternate may only replace a Delegate for serious reasons and after 

withdrawal of the registered Delegate has been received and approved by the 
Credentials Committee. 

8.​ During a debate, a member may speak for two (2) minutes and once only, unless no one 
else wishes to speak. 

9.​ All non-routine motions shall be submitted in writing to the Board Secretary on approved 
forms at the time they are made. 

10.​Where inconsistent with the Soroptimist laws, Robert's Rules of Order shall govern. 
 

⚠️ If you require any special assistance in any way  ⚠️ 
please let us know at time of registering.   
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Transportation Options 

 
By Air 
 
YVR is linked to Richmond and downtown Vancouver via taxi, limousine and rental car services, and the 

Canada Line rapid transit system. Departing YVR every half hour, our hotel provides free shuttle service 

for door to door service! 

 

By Ferry 
 
Our host hotel is located 25 km (approximately a 25 minute drive) from the Tsawwassen terminal in Delta. 

Catching the ferry to Horseshoe Bay? The drive from the terminal is 44 km, which is about a 50 minute 

drive depending on traffic. 

 

By Car 
 

If you’re traveling to Conference from the eastern Fraser Valley (Chilliwack, Abbotsford etc), 

depending on traffic your drive may be a bit over an hour - maybe longer in rush hour - sorry! 

 

From the US, our hotel is accessible from any of the BC border crossings with travel times 

varying from 30 to 50 minutes. 
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About Richmond 

 
 
Situated where the Pacific Ocean 

and the Fraser River meet, Richmond is a thriving multicultural destination offering a growing 
range of cultural, heritage, culinary and leisure experiences for all ages and interests. 
 
Richmond is a city of contrasts where the Far East meets the Canadian West Coast. Over 400 
Asian restaurants, a world renowned Asian night market, the awe-inspiring International 
Buddhist Temple, and three Hong Kong-style shopping malls draw crowds of visitors particularly 
in the summer months.  
 
Just minutes away from the city centre, you’ll also find local farms. One of the city’s most 
famous crops is the mighty cranberry, and Richmond is one of the largest producers of these 
red berries in Canada. And farm fresh produce meets the bounty of the sea in historic Steveston 
Village, home of Canada’s largest commercial fishing harbor. 
 

Conference Hotel 
 

Modern, comfortable 
and offering upscale 
amenities, the 
Sandman Signature 

Vancouver Airport Hotel & Resort is a perfect place 
for Western Canada Region Soroptimists to gather 
to celebrate 100 years of the Vancouver club and 
100 years of Soroptimist in Canada! 

Recently updated rooms which include a fridge and 
microwave in each room, are spacious and comfortable. 

If the weather’s nice you can soak in the hot tub, and enjoy the indoor pool with its 225-foot 
water slide.  
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Other features that our host hotel offers include: 

 

●​ Complimentary shuttle to and from 
Vancouver International Airport 

●​ Free onsite parking 

●​ Fitness centre for those who feel they 
must workout! 

●​ Starbucks kiosk in the lobby for your 
coffee and breakfast snacking 

●​ Denny’s Restaurant  

●​ Chop Steakhouse & Bar - enough said!! 

 

BOOKING INSTRUCTIONS: Book ASAP! before cut-off date is April 3rd 2026 
  

1.​ Online Booking:  click the link  Soroptimist Conference - Western Canada 

2.​ Guests can contact the 24-hour Central reservations at 1-800- sandman (726-3626) and 

press 1. 

3.​ The reservations also can be made by sending email to reservations@Sandman.ca 

  

** In order to receive the correct rates, callers must identify themselves by quoting the hotel 

name, block id, code or name. A valid credit card is required at the time of reservation to secure 

any guest rooms. 

       

 Sandman Signature Vancouver Airport Hotel 10251 St. Edwards Drive | Richmond BC 

 Block Name: Soroptimist Conference - Western Canada 
 Block Code:  2604SOROPT 

 Block ID: 462259 
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Arriving a bit early? join us for a bus tour showcase of the past and future 
of Soroptimist in Canada! 

Hop aboard the bus to be part of the Magical HERstory Tour on Thursday afternoon. It will be a 

3 hour tour you won’t forget (and we promise we will not end up stranded on a deserted island!).  

While on our trip we’ll take in a virtual tour of the HERstory of Soroptimist in Canada. 

We will be visiting the sites of SI Vancouver’s two housing projects; one nearing completion and 

the second in the planning stages. 

Space on the bus is limited to 35 - so don’t forget to let us know you want to attend when 
you register! The bus will arrive at 2:30 for loading. 

 

Thursday Dinner 

If you’re interested, we are organizing a Burger Buffet dinner at the Holiday Inn Richmond 

Airport - 10720 Cambie Rd. Richmond. Arrival: 6:30, Dinner: 7PM to 9:30 

Cost: $39 pp (taxes and gratuity included) 

Menu:   
Soup of the Day 

Tossed Salad 
Grilled Chicken and Beef Burgers 

Vegetarian Burgers and Gluten-Free Buns ​
(upon request - please note this  on your Zeffy registration) 

Assorted Dessert Squares 
*This will be served with Fresh Ground Dark Roast Coffee, Decaffeinated Coffee, 

& Assorted Herbal Teas (this is an alcohol-free event) 

Note: The Holiday Inn is an 11 minute walk from Sandman Signature Hotel - If you want to 

carpool to the restaurant, please note it when you complete your registration form on Zeffy.  
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Tentative Agenda 

 
Wednesday, April 22, 2026 
  
6:00 pm​ Virtual – “So You’re a Delegate?”   Note delegates only need to attend 1 

of the 2 sessions. Either this one or in-person on Friday am.  
Review of delegate’s responsibilities and parliamentary procedure. 
Focus for first time delegates – everyone welcome 
 

Thursday, April 23, 2026 
 
2:30 pm – 6:00 pm​ Magical HERstory Tour 

Bus Tour to SI Vancouver’s two housing developments and a virtual tour 
through the HERstory of Soroptimist in Canada 

 
4:00 pm – 10:00 pm ​ Registration open - Hotel Lobby 
 
7:00 pm – 9:30 pm ​ Burger Buffet dinner at Holiday Inn Vancouver Airport 

10720 Cambie Rd. Richmond  
​  
Friday, April 24, 2026 
 
8:00 am – 9:00 am​ Registration - Hotel Lobby 

 
8:00 am – 8:30 am​ “So You’re a Delegate?” (Governors room) 

Review of delegate’s responsibilities and parliamentary procedure. 
Focus for first time delegates – everyone welcome 
 
Breakfast on your own  

​ ​ ​  
9:15 am – 9:50 am ​ Opening Ceremonies – The Round Room  
​ ​ ​  
9:50 am – 10:20  am​ Conference & Society AGM Call to Order - Governor Chari Grant 

Approval of 92nd WCR Conference Minutes -  
Secretary Shelley Della Mattia 
Business arising from minutes 
New Business 

 
10:20 am –  10:35 am Coffee/Stretch Break  
 
10:35 am – 11:00 am​ Board Reports 
​ ​ ​ ​ Board Member at Large – Pam MacDonald 
​ ​ ​ ​ Secretary – Shelley Della Mattia 
​ ​ ​ ​ Treasurer – Lana Deruyter 
​ ​ ​ ​ Governor Elect – Shirley Stewart 
​ ​ ​ ​ Governor – Chari Grant 
​ ​ ​  
11:00 am – 11:45 am​ Region Chair Presentations 
​ ​ ​ Fundraising; Public Awareness; No Barriers. Period.  
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Bylaws, Resolutions and Procedures -  
Board Member at Large Pam MacDonald 
Nominating Committee Report - Chair Sharon Fisher 
Nominations from the floor - Governor Chari Grant 

 
11:45 am – 12:00 pm​ Memorial Service – Rhona Beaumont 
 
12:00 pm - 12:10 pm ​Break/set up for lunch 
 
12:10 pm – 1:15 pm​ Lunch – The Round Room 
 
1:15 pm – 1:30 pm​ Candidate Speeches – Governor Chari Grant 
​ ​ ​ ​  
1:30 pm – 3:30 pm​ Workshop -  Enhancing Collaboration and Managing Change 

~Presented by Vantage Point   
 
End of the Business Day 

  
 

Friday, April 24, 2026​ ​ Evening 
 
5:45 pm – 6:30 pm ​ First Timers Reception (by invitation, No Host Bar - Round Room) 
6:30 pm –7:00 pm​ Cocktail Reception – No Host Bar - The Round Room 
 
7:00 pm – 10:30 pm​ 100th Anniversary Celebration Banquet – Hosted by SI Vancouver, 

Sponsored by Purpose  
​ ​ ​ Driven Developments - The Round  Room  

EMCEE: Janet Law 
8:45 pm - 10:30 pm​ Dancing 
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Saturday, April 25, 2026 
 
7:30 am – 8:30 am ​ Registration - Hotel Lobby 
 
​ ​ ​ Breakfast on your own 
​ ​ ​  
8:30 am – 9:00 am ​ Call to Order - Governor Chari Grant 

Soroptimist Foundation of Canada Presentation  
Voting if necessary/Introduction of 2026- 2028 Board - Governor Chari 
Grant 

 
9:00 am – 9:20 am ​ 2026-2028 Proposed Budget - Treasurer Lana Deruyter 
 
9:20 am - 9:25 am​ Stretch Break 
 
9:25 am – 10:00 am ​ Region Committee Presentations: 

Membership; Advocacy; Virtual Career Library;Friendship  
​ ​ ​ ​  
10:00 am – 10:15 am​Coffee Break 
 
10:15 am – 11:00 am ​Official Visitor Speech & General Session Presentation –  

SIA President  Sue Rinney 
 
11:00 am – 11:15 am​ Conference 2027– Region Conference Team (Video) 
​ ​ ​ SIA Convention video 
 
11:15 am – 11:35 am​ Region Program Committee Presentation -  

Melanie Kenny, Colleen Schmidt 
 
11:35 am – 11:50​ Increasing Accessibility – Vanessa Turk 
 
11:50 am –  12:00 pm Break/Set up for lunch 
 
12:00 – 2:15 pm ​ Live Your Dream Awards Luncheon - Sponsored by HUB International - 

The Round Room 
EMCEE: Janet Law 
Dream It Be It Region Chair Report  
Live Your Dream Awards Presentation 
Celebrating Success Awards Presentation 

 
2:30 pm – 3:45 pm​ Panel of previous LYD award winners - Living Their Dreams 
​ ​ ​ Moderator: Beverley Elliott 

Brodie Pountney - SI North and West Vancouver 
​ ​ ​ Shelly Moffat - SI Vancouver 
​ ​ ​ Kate Corriveau - SI Victoria Westshore 
​ ​ ​ Maryam Ostadi - SI TriCities​ ​ ​  

 
 

End of the Business Day 
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Saturday, April 25, 2026 Evening 
 
5:45 pm – 6:30  pm ​ Region Team Reception (By invitation; No Host bar - The Round Room) 
 
6:30 pm–  7:00 pm     Cocktail Reception - No Host Bar – The Round Room 
 
7:00 pm – 10:00 pm ​ Closing Banquet – The Round Room 

EMCEE - Janet Law 
Presentation - Governor Elect Shirley Stewart 
Presentation of Region Awards 

●​ Isobel Gillespie Membership Award - Treasurer Lana 
Deruyter 

●​ Frances Wagner Women of Achievement Award - 
Governor Elect Shirley Stewart 

Installation of Officers – SIA President Sue Riney​  
Conference Chair Remarks - Chair Janet Law 
Closing Remarks – Governor Chari Grant 
Conference & Annual General Meeting Adjournment 

 
 
Sunday, April 26th, 2024  
 
8:30 a.m. – 10:00 am​Outgoing Board and Incoming Board Meeting - Governor’s Suite 
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Proposed Bylaw Amendments 
 

The following three items are proposed amendments to the Region’s existing Bylaws. Each 

amendment will be voted on individually during the Friday, April 24, 2026 business sessions. 
 

Proposed Bylaw Change  #1 
 

The current Region Bylaws will be edited to include the removal of gendered pronouns as 

well as grammatical changes to improve the flow of language to the extent that these 

changes do not alter the intent of the wording of the Bylaws. 
 

Proposed Bylaw Change #2 
 

ARTICLE VIII 

Committees   
 

Proposed Change 

8.1​ Standing Committees 
The Region shall have standing committees as determined by the Region or SIA, and as 

listed in the Region Procedures. 
 

Rationale: 

In 2016, section 8.1 was removed from the Region Bylaws which is not standard procedure. 

The section should have been left in place and “repealed” added to indicate that it had been 

intentionally removed. This section will now be included with the proposed wording which 

has been approved by SIA Headquarters. 

 

Proposed Bylaw Change #3 
 

ARTICLE IX 
Finance 

 

Proposed Change 

Section 9.9​ If the projected income expenses increase changes by more than $2,000.00 

$5,000.00 for the biennium the Treasurer shall prepare a revised budget to be approved by 

the Board and the voting delegates at Conference in the odd number year as well.   
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Rationale: 

The Board feels that changes to the budget that should require approval from the voting 
delegates should be increased to expenses rather than changes to income. The Board does 
not feel that the voting delegates would be concerned if there was a budget change that 
resulted in a surplus, but a budget change that resulted in a significant increase to expenses 
may be a cause for concern and should require review. The amount of an increase in  
expenses has been updated to $5,000 to reflect changing economic times. This wording has 
been reviewed and supported by SIA Headquarters. 

 

Proposed Changes To Region Operating Procedures 
 

The following revisions will be made to the Operating Procedures of Western Canada Region. 

NOTE - Where new wording is being proposed in the Operating Procedures, it appears in red. 

 

 

OP-VIII​​ Committees 

Standing Committees – See Bylaws 

●​ Standing Committee expenses shall be paid to the extent provided for in the budget. 
●​ The Membership Committee, in conjunction with the Board, will oversee the distribution of money 

from the Growth and Development Fund. 
●​ The Chairperson of the Program Committee is the Region representative on the Federation 

Program Council. 

The Region shall have the following standing committees as directed by SIA:  

o​ Membership (Engagement) 

o​ Fundraising (Philanthropy) 

o​ Program (Impact) 

o​ Public Awareness (Recognition), and 

o​ Education 

Duties of Committee Chairs 

Membership (Engagement) Chair 

●​ is appointed by the Governor 
●​ has duties as described in the current Region Membership Chair Position Description provided by 

SIA.  
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Fundraising (Philanthropy) Chair 

●​ is appointed by the Governor 
●​ has duties as described in the current Region Fundraising Chair Position Description provided by 

SIA 

Program (Impact) Chair 

●​ is appointed by the Governor 
●​ has duties as described in the current Region Program  Chair Position Description provided by 

SIA 

Public Awareness (Recognition) Chair 

●​ is appointed by the Governor 
●​ has duties as described in the current Region Public Awareness Chair Position Description 

provided by SIA 

Education Chair 

●​ is appointed by the Governor 
●​ has duties as described in the current Education Chair Position Description provided by SIA 

 

In addition to the Membership, Fundraising, Program and Public Awareness Committees which exist ais 
directed by SIA, the Region shall have the  following standing  committees and appointments: 

1  Memorial Book Committee Conference Committee 
2.  Elections Committee 
3.  Parliamentarian 
4.  Advocacy Chair 
5.  Friendship Chair 
6.  Celebrating Success Chair 

 

1.​ Conference Committee  

1. Memorial Book Committee 

●​ A Memorial Book recording the deaths of Soroptimists in the Region shall be maintained. 
●​ Committee Chairperson is responsible for ensuring the book is taken to Conference each year. 
●​ Committee Chairperson is responsible for ensuring the names are entered into the book before 

the Memorial Service, which is held during opening ceremonies. 

RATIONALE: The Memorial Book Committee has not existed for several years. This duty seems obsolete 
in the present day. There is a need to ensure the information in the Memorial Book is not lost and should 
be included in the Region Google drive and perhaps on the WCR website. 

A Conference Committee shall be appointed by the Governor and shall consist of:  
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●​ Conference Chair 
●​ Venue Chair 
●​ Registration Chair 
●​ Credentials Chair 
●​ Memorial Chair 
●​ Hospitality Chair 
●​ Technology 
●​ Transportation and Logistics 
●​ And any other positions as deemed necessary 

The duties and responsibilities of the Conference Committee members shall be as specified in the 
Conference Handbook as amended from time to time.  

 
 
6. Celebrating Success Chair 

●​ is appointed by the Governor 
●​ solicits applications for the WCR Celebrating Success Awards, which recognize projects & 

practices that improve the lives of women and girls.  
●​ arranges for up to 3 independent judges to judge the award applications 
●​  arranges for the purchase and distribution  of the awards, the winners of which will be 

announced at Conference 
 

Standing Committee expenses shall be paid to the extent provided for in the budget. 
 
Special committees 
In addition to the listed standing  committees, the Governor may strike an additional special committee or 
task force as needed.  

 

OP-IX​ ​ Finance 

Governor 

●​ Each quadrennium, funds shall be budgeted for the Governor or her alternate to attend the 
International Board Meeting International Convention. The amount designated may not pay all of 
the delegate’s expenses. 

●​ Funds shall be designated for Governor’s Round Table. In a non-convention year, the amount 
designated may not pay all of the Governor’s expenses. 

RATIONALE: The Governor’s Round Table does not exist anymore. It has been replaced with an online 
Leadership Round Table, which does not require funds for travel. For clarity, “International Board Meeting” 
has been replaced with “International Convention.”  

Growth and Development 

●​ The Growth and Development Fund shall be capped at $10,000.00 each biennium. At the end of 
each biennium, all dollars money in excess of $10, 000.00 shall be transferred to the General 
Operating Account Reserve. 
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●​ Clubs may request $500.00  $300.00 to investigate the development of a new club. Proof of 

expenditures must be submitted to the Region Treasurer by June 30th of the year in which the 
funds are disbursed. 

●​ Clubs may request a further $500.00  $300.00 towards the chartering of the new club. 
●​ Members of the Board and the Membership Committee will be reimbursed, to the extent provided 

for in the budget, for expenses incurred in travelling to help a club increase membership. 
 

NOTE: There is currently NO amount provided for travel expenses incurred by the membership 
committee for this. This needs to be addressed in the 2026-2028 budget after a review of amounts spent 
this biennium. 

 

●​ Under exceptional circumstances, At the discretion of the board, clubs with 13-19 members may 
apply for a Growth and Development Grant. The amount will be no more than $500.00 per  
 
 

biennium.   apply for a grant for no more than $500.00  (per biennium) at the discretion of the 
Board. 

●​ Funding of programs that will promote the leadership and growth in the Region. 
 
RATIONALE: This statement did not make sense as it is written. 
Region Awards & Programs 

 
2.​  Frances E. Wagner Soroptimist Woman of Achievement Award 
●​ This award certificate shall be engraved inscribed with the name of the honoree and shall remain 

in her possession along with a commemorative pin. 

 

3.​ Celebrating Success 
●​ These awards are presented annually.  
●​ Clubs will submit entries for the awards as described in the designated categories, which 

honour outstanding/creative/effective programs or practices  undertaken from January 1 
to December 31 of the prior year (i.e. the year prior to the current conference).  
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Proposed 2026-2028 Region Budget​ ​ July 1, 2026 - June 30, 2028​

Income 
Dues 
Interest income​​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ $560.00 
Membership dues - Life members​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ $30.00 
Membership dues - Active members​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ $36,000.00 
Membership dues - Personal Risk Insurance​ ​ ​ ​ ​ $10,800.00 
Club D&O Insurance​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ $11,680.00 
Conference/Retreats 
Region Conference registrations​​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ $33,000.00 
Region Conference sponsorship​​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ $3,000.00 
Conference fundraising proceeds​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ $1,200.00 
Leadership retreat revenue​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ $7,500.00 
Total Income​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ $103,770.00 
 
Operating Expenses 
Administrative Expenses 
Bank charges​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ $125.00 
Financial reporting​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ $3,000.00 
Insurance - Personal Risk​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ $7,600.00 
Insurance - D&O ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ $11,680.00 
Postage/fax/telephone/office​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ $245.00 
Computer for Financial and software​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ $500.00 
Domain registration​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ $100.00 
Web hosting/maintenance​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ $500.00 
Board miscellaneous expenses​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ $500.00 
Total Administrative Expenses:​  ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ $24,020.00 
Conference/Convention Expenses 
SIA Federation Convention/Governor’s Roundtable​ ​ ​ ​ $3,500.00 
Soroptimist International Convention​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ $3,200.00 
WCR Conference - Board​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ $2,000.00 
WCR Conference Expenses​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ $41,000.00 
Total conference/convention expenses​ ​ ​ ​ ​ $49,700.00 
General Expenses 
Board travel​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ $3,000.00 
Training and development​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ $200.00 
Committee expenses​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ $1,500.00 
Governor’s travel​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ $7,000.00 
Region Leadership Retreat​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ $7,500.00 
Growth and Development - Chartering​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ $1,000.00 
Growth and Development - Club grants​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ $9,000.00 
No Barriers. Period Region Program​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ $500.00 
Virtual Career Library​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ $350.00 
Total General Expenses​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ $30,050.00 
 

Excess Revenue Over Revenue​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ $0.00  
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Showcase of Memories!  

What A Weekend to Celebrate! “Where it Started and How it’s Going” 
 

It’s not often you get to celebrate the 100th anniversary of something with 
friends and aren’t we lucky to be able to come together and share 
memories for this amazing milestone for Soroptimist in Canada. 
 
While many of us get a little gussied up for Saturday night’s Banquet and 
Installations, we invite you to give some thought to creating a 1926 
creation to wear to celebrate the 100th Anniversary of our SI Vancouver 
Club on Friday evening! 
 
We are creating a celebration of 100 Amazing Years of Soroptimist in 
Canada and you and your clubs can be part of the fun! 

 

  We are setting up a Showcase of Memories! We are asking clubs and members to wander 
through their memories and treasures to bring/send items and photos to include in a display for all 
of us to enjoy.  We are requesting that each club bring up to three (3) small mementos from your 
club’s history. Please label them with your club’s name. 
 

Keeping with the “Where it Started and How It’s Going” theme, we’d love it if you could provide a 
digital photo of your club in its early years along with a recent club photo (email 
governorelect@wcsoroptimist.org). 
 

We are also inviting clubs and members to submit items or written memories for a Time Capsule 
that will give future Soroptimists and clubs insight into the members that came before them. 
 

Create an ad for the Conference Program and/or pull together something to include in a Time 
Capsule celebrating our clubs and the work we do. 
 

This year’s Conference Program will celebrate our incredible milestone. There will be space in this 
keepsake for advertising from our clubs and members. 

 Let’s celebrate how great we are!!! 
 

Ads will be placed throughout the Conference Program where there is space: 
Business card ​​ $25.00​ ​ Approximately 3.5” x 2” 
Half page    ​ ​ $50.00​ ​ Approximately  6” x 4.5” 
Full page      ​ ​ $100.00​ Approximately 6” x 9” 

 

Please send us your ad, including all pictures and wording. Documents should be formatted as EPS or 
JPG. The deadline for submissions is April 1, 2026. 
 
Our preferred form of payment is e-transfer to:  siwcrtreas@gmail.com Contact Governor Elect Shirley if 
you have questions; ads can be emailed to governorelect@wcsoroptimist.org 
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Nominees For 2026-2028 Western Canada Region Board Of Directors 

Candidate For The Position Of Governor-Elect  
Colleen Beresh, SI Saskatoon 
 
 

Soroptimist Experience: 
2020 March– Joined SI of Saskatoon 
2021-2022 Club President Elect 
2022-2023 Club President 
2023-2024 Club President 
2024-2025 Club President Elect 
2025-2026 Club Secretary 

 
 
Additional Club Experience: 
Since joining SI of Saskatoon, I have been actively involved in all committees. Live Your Dream, 
Dream It Be It, Membership, Intern Program, Advocacy, No Barriers. Period, and Fundraising. 
 
Western Canada Region Experience: 
2023-2026 – Live Your Dream Region Chair 
 
Work Experience: 
Classroom Teacher and Music Specialist for Saskatoon Catholic Schools 1984-2006 
Staff Development for Pharmasave Drugs Saskatoon 2000-2015 
 
Interest and Hobbies: 
Music performance and enjoyment – all types! Genealogy, Reading, and Grandparenting. 
 
Education: 
Bachelor of Education University of Saskatchewan 1983 
 
Awards and Volunteer History: 
Director of High School Musicals (1998-2006) 
Local School Community Council – Chair (2010-2016) 
Condominium Board (2020-2024) 
 
 
I agree to the nomination and hereby certify the above information to be true. 
 
Date: February 4, 2026 ​ Signature: Colleen Murphy-Beresh 
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Candidate For The Position Of Treasurer   
Lana Deruyter, SI Chilliwack 

 
Soroptimist Experience: 
2023 March – Joined S I Of Chilliwack 
I am the co-chair of the Membership Committee and part of our PJ & 
Pearls fundraiser committee. I enjoy meeting new people and sharing 
about all that we do to empower women and girls under the Soroptimist 
banner. 

 

2024 June – December -  Board Member At Large, Western Canada 
Region 
2024 December – Present - Treasurer, Western Canada Region 
 

Attended the following conferences/conventions: 
Western Canada Region Conferences: 

●​ 2024 Kelowna 
●​ 2025 Tsawwassen 

 

Work Experience: 
●​ Chilliwack Community Services, Family Services Coordinator    

 December 2025 – Present 
●​ Chilliwack Community Services, Settlement Services Coordinator     

July 2022 – December 2025 
●​ Chilliwack Community Services, Family Support Worker     

January 2022 – July 2022 
●​ Global West Montessori, Manager    

 July 2016 – August 2021 
●​ Ece/Ecea, Various Daycares   
●​ October 2006 – June 2016 
●​ 570130 Bc Ltd. Dba Hope then Sardis Petro Canada then Yale Grocery     

1999- 2003 
●​ Bookkeeper Whatcom Rd. Petro Canada     

1993-1999 
 

I have a blend of frontline, leadership and financial experience that I can draw upon to fulfill my 
duties as the Treasurer and Member of the Board. 
 

Interests and Hobbies: 
I enjoy volunteering, reading, exploring, hiking, gardening and spending time with my family.  
I am a novice traveller and will expand my horizon with a trip to South Korea and Japan this Summer 
to attend my first SIA Conference. 
 

Education 
Bachelor, Child And Youth Care, 2022 
Diploma, Special Needs,  2016 
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Diploma, Infant Toddler,  2013 
Certificate, Early Childhood Education,  2012 
 

Awards and Other Volunteer History 
●​ Treasurer, Ryder Lake Women’s Institute    2025-Present 
●​ Tournament Treasurer, Chilliwack Minor Hockey    2003-2014 
●​ Team Manager, Chilliwack Minor Hockey    2008-2014 
●​ Treasurer, Chilliwack Minor Lacrosse    2009-2012 
●​ Volunteer of The Year, Chilliwack Minor Lacrosse    2012 
●​ Team Manager, Chilliwack Minor Lacrosse    2008-2012 
●​ Treasurer, Watson Elementary PAC    2006-2009 

 
My appointment as the Western Canada Region Treasurer has enabled me to leverage both my 
Social Services Background and my previous bookkeeping experience, resulting in a well-rounded 
and impactful approach to Board responsibilities. 
 
I agree with the nomination and hereby certify the above information to be true. 
 
Date: February 14, 2026​ ​ ​ ​  Signature: Lana Deruyter 
 
 
 

Candidate For The Position Of Secretary  
Vanessa Turke, SI Of The Langleys 

 
 
Soroptimist Experience: 
June 2023 – Present 
Member, Soroptimist International of the Langleys 
 

June 2025 – Present 
Club President, Soroptimist International of the Langleys 
 

2025 – 2026 
Participant, Soroptimist Leadership Fellows Program 

 

 

Additional Club Roles: 

●​ Gaming Chair​ ​ ​  

●​ Digital Support 
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Through my club roles, I have valued supporting clear communication, continuity, and accountability. 

I am attentive to documentation, follow-through, and ensuring information is accessible and well 

organized. These experiences align closely with the responsibilities of the Regional Secretary, 

particularly in maintaining accurate records and supporting effective board operations. 
 

Conferences / Conventions 
92nd Annual Soroptimist Western Canada Region Conference (May 1–4, 2025) 

 

Community Representation 
I have represented our Club at various community functions, including events for partner 

organisations and the Langley Remembrance Day service. 

 

Work Experience 
I have over 17 years of professional experience as a User Experience and Service Design 

practitioner working across the public sector, higher education, healthcare, non-profit, and 

professional services environments. My work involves facilitating meetings, documenting decisions, 

coordinating across multidisciplinary teams, and translating complex requirements into clear, usable 

formats. 

 

In my current role supporting a provincial government digital modernization initiative, I collaborate 

closely with policy, program, and technical teams, maintain detailed documentation, and support 

structured decision-making across long-term projects. These skills directly support the 

organizational, communication, and record-keeping responsibilities required of the Regional 

Secretary. 

 

Interests And Hobbies 
Outdoor Activities, Cooking, Travel, Reading. 

 

Education 
Applied Project Management — Simon Fraser University (2010) 

Multimedia Studies — UBC / Emily Carr (2006) 

University of British Columbia (1996) 

 

Other Volunteer History 
British Columbia Representative and Board of Directors Executive Secretary 
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Canadian Breast Cancer Network, March 2004 – November 2007 

 

Instrumental in planning the direction of CBCN's survivor-directed support programs and research. 

Participated in developing and implementing strategies to improve the health and well-being of 

breast cancer survivors. Spoke to the media representing the concerns of all Canadians affected by 

breast cancer and those at risk. 

 

I agree to the nomination and hereby certify the above information to be true. 
 
DATE: February 19, 2026 ​ SIGNATURE: Vanessa Turke 
 
 
 

Candidate For Board Member-At-Large  

Margo Wipf, SI Canada West Online 
 

 
Soroptimist Experience: 
October 2025 – Present 
Member, Soroptimist International – Western Canada Region 
November 2025 – Present 
Membership Committee Co-Chair 

 
• Regular attendee and active participant in Membership Committee 
and local meetings 
• Co-facilitated an online holiday social event with members from the  

  
Western Canada Region and Soroptimist sisters from the Southeast Asia Pacific region, helping to 
build connection, fellowship and cross-regional relationships  
 
Since joining Soroptimist, I have enjoyed becoming involved and learn more about Soroptimist, and 
currently serve as Co-Chair of the Membership Committee. In this role, I collaborate with Suzanne 
Heron on various membership focussed discussions, support planning and follow-through, and 
contribute to initiatives focused on member engagement and retention. 
 
Working together with the Membership Chair, Suzanne, I created a shared tracking document to 
gather and organise membership ideas and next steps. This simple tool has helped keep 
conversations transparent, organised and action-focused. 
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What did you enjoy about your different roles? 
What I have enjoyed most is the opportunity to connect with members, hear different perspectives, 
and contribute in practical, meaningful ways. I value working with others who care deeply about 
Soroptimist and seeing how small, thoughtful actions can make a positive difference. Co-facilitating 
the Christmas event and regularly attending meetings, has also shown me how important fellowship 
and inclusion are to keeping our organisation strong and welcoming. 
 
How will this experience enhance your role on the Region Board? 
Serving as Membership Committee Co-Chair has strengthened my understanding of collaboration, 
shared leadership and the value of clear processes and good communication. These experiences 
will help me contribute thoughtfully to board discussions, chair the Laws and Resolutions Committee, 
maintain governance documents and support conference and regional responsibilities. I will bring a 
calm, organised and supportive approach to the work of the Board. 
 
Overall, I have found my Soroptimist experience rewarding and meaningful. I especially value the 
sense of fellowship within Soroptimist and enjoy helping create opportunities for members to 
connect, share ideas, and build relationships across regions. 
  
 
Work Experience 
I bring over seven years of professional experience in governance support, risk management, policy 
and procedure development, compliance, and committee support across healthcare, transportation, 
industrial, hospitality, and community service environments. 
 
In my work, I have regularly: 
• Supported boards, committees, and leaders with governance-aligned decision-making 
• Chaired or facilitated meetings and helped keep actions moving forward 
• Created, reviewed, and maintained policies, procedures, and governance documentation 
• Interpreted legislation and organisational frameworks in practical, user-friendly ways 
• Encouraged collaboration across teams and regions 
  
Share about your work experience and how your experience will enhance your ability to take 
on the position for which you are standing: 
Throughout my career, I have worked closely with leaders and committees to keep processes 
organised, clear, and effective. I am comfortable facilitating meetings, tracking actions, and ensuring 
documents remain current and easy to use. I enjoy helping turn complex requirements into practical 
tools that support people and organisations. This background will help me serve effectively as 
Director at Large by supporting assigned board tasks, chairing the Laws and Resolutions 
Committee, maintaining regional governance documents, and contributing reliably to both 
governance and conference responsibilities. 
  

Interests And Hobbies 
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Outside of work and Soroptimist, I enjoy volunteering in my community, hiking, kayaking, gardening, 
and spending time with family and friends. I value connection, learning, and being part of activities 
that strengthen community and well-being. 
  
Education 
• Occupational Health & Safety Certificate – University of New Brunswick 
• Human Resources Management Certificate – Simon Fraser University 
  
Awards and Volunteer History 
Barriere Area First Responders (BAFR) – Volunteer (2025 – Present) 
• Provide non-clinical support to Emergency Operations Centre (EOC) readiness 
• Assist with inventory checks, counts, and documentation for first aid and emergency supplies 
• Provide administrative support with various topics 
Canadian Society of Safety Engineering (CSSE) 
• Chapter Chair (2021 – 2022) 
• Chapter Secretary (2019 – 2020) 
Women of OHS Society – Mentor and Member (2020 – Present) 
SAFE Companies Advisory Committee – BC Forest Safety Council (2017 – 2018) 
  

Additional Information for Members 
I feel I am a practical, approachable and service-focused person who believes that strong 
organisations are built on clear communication, respect, inclusion and reliable follow-through. My  
 

background in governance, policy and committee work has given me solid organisational skills, while 
my volunteer experience has reinforced the importance of listening, inclusion, and teamwork. I care 
deeply about Soroptimist’s mission and values and would be honoured to serve the Region with 
integrity, positivity, and a genuine commitment to supporting our members and clubs. 
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Federation Guest And Workshop Presenters 

Workshop: Enhancing Collaboration & Managing Change 

Friday, April 24, 2026    1:15 - 3:30 PM 

 
Change is hard! And navigating change can be especially tricky within a group.  This workshop will focus 
on how to use collaboration within a group and as a way to manage change as new people come into the 
group. At the end of the session, participants will be able to: 

●​ Identify what makes a collaborative group, and why collaboration often breaks down when new 
people join. 

●​ Recognize common reactions to change and how to respond constructively as a group. 

●​ Use practical tools to align on shared goals and support new volunteers stepping into roles. 

●​ Apply simple structures (roles, communication routines, agreements) that help groups navigate 
change and stay aligned over time. 

Presented by: Vantage Point 
 
Vantage Point is a British Columbia non-profit that serves other BC non-profits. At Vantage Point, their 
vision is an inclusive community, where non-profits can achieve their fullest potential and drive 
sustainable change throughout the province and beyond. They promote connected communities by 
nurturing a strong non-profit sector and achieve this by delivering high-quality training, resources, and 
advocacy that builds connection, creativity, and impact in the sector.  
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Soroptimist International of the Americas® Federation Presentation - 
SIA President Sue Riney 
 
Building a Culture of Transformational Leadership: Inspiring Impact 
Saturday, April 25, 2026  10:15 - 11:00 AM 

 

Get ready to gain a deeper understanding of transformative leadership and 
how it aligns with the values of SIA. Through reflection and practical 
examples, attendees will identify their personal strengths, uncover paradigm 
shifts that build confidence and resilience, and explore strategies to overcome 
common barriers. The session will highlight practical, everyday actions to 
create meaningful impact and strengthen our collective power. 

Sue Riney of SI/Oak Harbor, WA (Northwestern Region), is currently serving a 
one-year term as president of the Soroptimist International of the Americas, Inc.® (SIA) Board of 
Directors.  A member since 1996, Sue has held several leadership positions, including Soroptimist 
International (SI) public relations liaison, SIA board president-elect, SIA board secretary/treasurer, 
convention co-chair, region governor and club president. 

Sue retired after 40 years as a vice president/project manager for Wells Fargo Bank. She holds a 
Bachelor of Arts in recreation and park management from Western Washington University. In addition to 
her active role in Soroptimist, she also participates in Whidbey Presbyterian Church and Whidbey 
Playhouse. 

Presentation: Increasing Accessibility 

Saturday, April 25, 2026   11:35-11:50 AM 
 

Vanessa Turke is a Digital Service Designer and first-time Soroptimist 
club president. She works as a freelance user experience specialist on 
digital projects in higher education, e-commerce, and public service.  
 
Her work focuses on creating efficient, accessible online experiences that 
support people with diverse needs. 
 
From registering for events to finding resources online, technology is 
everywhere—yet individuals experience it differently based on their abilities, 
confidence, and circumstances. In this talk, Vanessa explains why accessibility 

matters, how it affects all of us over time, and how simple design choices can make digital content easier 
to use for people with diverse needs.  
 
Participants will leave with practical tips for creating clearer, kinder, and more inclusive digital 
communications. 
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Living Their Dreams Panel: Stories from current Soroptimist who are 
past Live Your Dream Award Winners 
Saturday, April 25, 2026  2:30 - 3:45 PM 
 

Soroptimist International of the Americas’ signature Live Your Dream: Education and Training 
Awards for Women program has provided cash awards to more than 30,000 women since its 
inception in 1972—empowering them to achieve economic independence. 

Every year, Soroptimist distributes more than $2.6 million in education grants to about 2,000 
women all over the world. 

The women and girls we serve are some of the most courageous, powerful and inspiring people 
you’ll ever meet. Each and every one of them is a superhero. We are honored to share their 
extraordinary stories, which demonstrate the impact that our organization makes. 

All of the panelists are former Live Your Dream Award winners who have since completed their 
education and are now Soroptimist members.  

Panel of previous LYD award winners - Living Their Dreams 
●​ Brodie Pountney - SI North and West Vancouver 
●​ Shelly Moffat - SI Vancouver 
●​ Kate Corriveau - SI Victoria Westshore 
●​ Maryam Ostadi - SI TriCities 

 
Moderator: Beverley Elliott 

 

Beverley has worked as a professional actor, singer, songwriter, 
storyteller, writer, teacher and coach for 43 years. She has over 
150 film/tv credits to her name and has acted in live theatres 
across Canada. She has told stories at the MOTH in NYC, 
been aired on CBC, and Public Radio.  Both her 
autobiographical one-woman-story-shows, SINK OR SWIM and 
DIDN’T SEE THAT COMING won Pick of the Vancouver Fringe 
Festival and SINK OR SWIM won best musical at the United 
Solo Festival in New York.  Beverley has released 4 albums of 
original music and regularly  performs at local festivals and live 
events.  From guest starring on the Beachcombers in the 
1980’s, to working with Clint Eastwood and John Candy, to 

seven years on ABC’s ONCE UPON A TIME she continues to appear in many Hallmark films 
and locally shot productions. Watch for her in season three of WILD CARDS and the upcoming 
film One More Mile with Ryan Philipe.  

www.beverleyelliott.com  - website 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RMvXN992Rd8 – TEDx talk 
https://www.imdb.com/name/nm0254379/   - IMBD – film and tv credits  
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Minutes from the 92nd Annual Western Canada Region Society Conference 

and Annual General Meeting 

Soroptimist International of the Americas 

Friday, May 2 and Saturday, May 4, 2025 in Tsawwassen, British Columbia 

Friday, May 3, 2025  
 
Opening ceremonies and welcome remarks by Conference Chair Janet Law, were followed by 
introductions and remarks by Governor Chari Grant who called the meeting to order at 9:30AM 
Pacific Time. 
 
Secretary Shelley Della Mattia called the roll with all clubs present. 
 
Credentials Chair Cathy Coghlan presented the official credentials for Friday May 2, 2025 at 
9:30AM.  
 

 
 
Motion 
On behalf of the committee, Board Member at Large Pamela MacDonald moved that the 
credentials report be adopted as read. Seconded. Carried. 

Parliamentarian Dana Martin read the Standing Rules for the Conference. 

Motion 
Board Member at Large Pamela MacDonald moved to accept the Standing Rules as read. 
Seconded. Carried. 

Secretary Shelley Della Mattia advised that there was one correction in the agenda. SIA Chief 
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Clubs in Region 16     
Clubs Registered 16     
Clubs in Good Standing 16     
Western Canada Board Members (a) 5     
Voting Delegates (b) 41     
Total Voting Delegates (a+b) 46     
Non-voting Delegates  30     
Federation Guests 0     
International Guests 0     
Non Soroptimists 0     
Total Non-voting Attendees 30     
Total Attendees  76     



 

 
 

 
Impact and Engagement Officer Iesha D. Brown is unable to make her presentation at 3:20 
today May 2, 2025.  
 
Motion 
Secretary Shelley Della Mattia moved the adoption of the Agenda for the 92nd Annual Western 
Canada Region conference as presented with the noted amendment. Seconded. Carried. 

Governor Chari Grant introduced/recognized the Region Team, First Timers, Long Standing 
Members and Governors in attendance. 
 
Secretary Shelley Della Mattia presented the Minutes of 91st WCR Conference for approval. 
Minutes were approved as circulated and there was no business arising. 
​  
Keynote speaker Yabome Gilpin -Jackson, SLD Consulting spoke about Global Women as 
Change Makers. 
 
As we were fortunate to have not had members pass this year, Memorial Chair Rhona 
Beaumont led the assembled members in a moment of reflection. 
 
After lunch the following Region Committee presentations were made: 

●​ Public Awareness - Creating an Effective Club Website: From Vision to Launch 
Presenter Dana Martin 

●​ Fundraising  Building your Fundraising Confidence: Overcoming Your Fear of the Ask 
Presenters Rhona Beaumont & Sandra Stirling-Weicker 

 
Governor Chari Grant moderated a panel discussion on the recent Kenya trip. 
Panelists were: Sharon Fisher, Megan Eastwood, Cindy Paddington, Anna Der, Colleen 
Schmidt 
 

End Of The Business Day  3:15PM Pacific Time 
 
Saturday May 3, 2025 
 
Governor Chari Grant called the meeting to order at 8:30 AM Pacific Time. 
 
Credentials Chair Cathy Coghlan presented their report for Saturday, May 3, 2025 at 8:48 am 

        
Clubs in Region 16       
Clubs Registered 16       
Clubs in Good Standing 16       
Western Canada Board Members (a) 5       
Voting Delegates (b) 39       
Total Voting Delegates (a+b) 44       
Non-voting Delegates  35       
Federation Guests 0       
International Guests 0       
Non Soroptimists 0       
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Total Non-voting Attendees 35       
Total Attendees  79       

 
Motion 
On behalf of the committee, Board Member at Large Pamela MacDonal moved that the 
credentials report be adopted as read. Seconded. Carried. 

 
Soroptimist Foundation of Canada Chair April Neave presented an update for those in 
attendance regarding the activities of the Foundation. 
 
The morning business meeting included: 

●​ Board Reports presented by  
●​ Board Member at Large – Pamela MacDonald 
●​ Secretary - Shelley Della Mattia 
●​ Treasurer – Lana Deruyter 
●​ Governor Elect – Shirley Stewart 
●​ Governor – Chari Grant 

​ ​ ​ ​ ​  
Committee Reports also presented: 

●​ Membership,Combating the Great Membership Decline  
Presenters Colleen Penrowley & Heather Rollins  

●​ Advocacy 
Presenters Carell Wingrave & Suzanne Heron  

●​ Friendship 
Presenter Darlene Jamieson  

●​ No Barriers Period 
Presenter Sherri Smith 

 
In preparation for the upcoming biennium, a Nominating Committee has been struck. 

●​ Sharon Fisher is chair 
●​ Linda Cunliffe is member 
●​ Nomination from the floor for the 3rd member 

 
Motion 
Moved by Governor Elect Shirley Stewart that Lois Taylor be selected as the third member of 
the Nominating Committee.  Seconded. Carried.  
 
Board Member at Large Pamela MacDonald presented the Laws and Resolutions report 

●​ Proposed changes to WCR Bylaws 
●​ Review of changes to WCR Operating Procedures  

 
Motion 
Board Member at Large Pamela MacDonal moved that the amendments proposed for the WCR 
Bylaws and Operating Procedures be adopted as presented. Seconded. Carried.  

​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​  
 

The morning’s Keynote address was The Journey to Girls Matter: How they got here, where 
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they are going presented by Melissa Dealy & Billie AAdmi 
 
The morning concluded with the Region Program report: 
 

●​ Reaching the Big Goal Together: Best Practices 
Presenter Colleen Schmidt 

 
The Live Your Dream Awards Luncheon was once again sponsored by HUB International. 
Guest speaker was Alice Pu, SI Surrey-Delta Violet Richardson Award Winner 
 
Colleen Beresh, Region Live Your Dream Award chair hosted the presentation of the Region’s 
2025 awards. 
 
Celebrating Success Awards Chair Megan Eastwood announced the recipients of this year’s 
awards and presented the beautiful diamond awards to each club. 
 
The theme and location for the Conference 2026 was unveiled. In anticipation of the 100th 
Anniversary of Soroptimist in Canada (and the 100th Anniversary of SI Vancouver!) a musical 
invitation to come together to celebrate was shared with attendees. 
 
The 2026 SI Convention video was shared with members. 
 
The Federation Address: Embracing Change, Celebrating Success, and Committing to 
Inclusivity: A Call to Action was presented by SIA President Ginger Cole. Following her address, 
President Ginger gave the Federation Presentation: Thriving through Change  
 

End Of The Business Day  3:30 PM Pacific Time 
 
 
Saturday, May 3, 2025 Closing Banquet 
 
After the closing banquet, the Region’s annual awards were presented: 
 
Isobel Gillespie Membership Award, presented by Treasurer Lana Deruyter to SI Canada West 
Online  
Frances Wagner Women of Achievement Award presented by Governor-Elect Shirley Stewart to 
Carrell Wingrave, SI Canada West Online 
Conference Chair Janet Law and Governor Chari Grant shared their closing remarks. 
 
Governor Chari announced the 2025 Conference and AGM adjourned at 10:00PM Pacific 
Time 
 

Minutes taken by 

Secretary Shelley Della Mattia 
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Thank you to our generous sponsors: 

Sponsor of the 100th Anniversary Banquet - Purpose Driven Development 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sponsor of the Live Your Dream Luncheon - HUB International 
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	Dietary Restrictions – Please indicate if your dietary choices are due to an allergy/intolerance.  We will do our utmost to ensure those with allergies/intolerances are accommodated. 

	Conference Rules 
	Standing Rules 
	Transportation Options 

	 
	By Air 
	By Ferry 
	By Car 
	About Richmond 
	Conference Hotel 

	Proposed Bylaw Amendments 
	Proposed Bylaw Change  #1 
	Proposed Bylaw Change #2 
	Proposed Bylaw Change #3 

	Proposed Changes To Region Operating Procedures 
	Proposed 2026-2028 Region Budget​​July 1, 2026 - June 30, 2028​Income 
	Showcase of Memories!  
	Nominees For 2026-2028 Western Canada Region Board Of Directors 
	Candidate For The Position Of Governor-Elect  
	Colleen Beresh, SI Saskatoon 

	Candidate For The Position Of Treasurer   
	Lana Deruyter, SI Chilliwack 

	Candidate For The Position Of Secretary  
	Vanessa Turke, SI Of The Langleys 

	Candidate For Board Member-At-Large  
	Margo Wipf, SI Canada West Online 


	Federation Guest And Workshop Presenters 
	Workshop: Enhancing Collaboration & Managing Change 
	Soroptimist International of the Americas® Federation Presentation - SIA President Sue Riney 
	Saturday, April 25, 2026  10:15 - 11:00 AM 

	Presentation: Increasing Accessibility 
	Saturday, April 25, 2026   11:35-11:50 AM 

	Living Their Dreams Panel: Stories from current Soroptimist who are past Live Your Dream Award Winners 
	Saturday, April 25, 2026  2:30 - 3:45 PM 


	Minutes from the 92nd Annual Western Canada Region Society Conference and Annual General Meeting 
	Soroptimist International of the Americas 
	Friday, May 2 and Saturday, May 4, 2025 in Tsawwassen, British Columbia 
	Friday, May 3, 2025  
	Saturday May 3, 2025 



